
In September of 2020, the State of Michigan seated a
group of randomly-selected citizens to redraw U.S.
Congressional and Michigan State House and Senate
district lines.  The lines are redrawn every 10 years
following the U.S. Census to accurately reflect their
population.  Prior to  a vote that amended the state
constitution in the November 2018 general election,
legislators  gerrymandered the lines, sometimes to
benefit special interests.   The commission is
composed of 13 randomly selected Michigan registered
voters: four who affiliate with the Democratic Party, four
who affiliate with the Republican Party, and five who do
not affiliate with either major political party.     

In March,  Sue Hammersmith, the director of the
Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting
Commission (MICRC) attended a Plymouth City
Commission meeting to provide an update. She said the
group plans to begin holding public hearings in May
throughout the state to inform and to seek out
information from the citizens.  The public hearing
nearest to Plymouth will be on Tuesday, June 8 in Novi. 
 The time and venue have not been announced. 

After the first round of public hearings, they will hire
experts to draw the maps, then hold eight more public
hearings before the redistricting is finalized.  

The MIRC has a deadline of November 1, which could
prove difficult with the census results being delayed
until September 30 and the group being mandated to
have a 45 day comment period prior to adoption.  They
are petitioning the Michigan Supreme Court to extend
the deadline.

 

Citizen Group
Working on
Redistricting

The Michigan Independent
Citizens Redistricting Commission
wants public input on this
important topic.  Please visit their
website at michigan.gov/micrc.
You may also send them an email
at redistricting@michigan.gov or a
letter at PO Box 30318, Lansing,
MI 48909.



Spring
Cleaning 
 Inside and
Out

It seems that spring may have sprung early this year! The
Department of Municipal Services trucks have been switched
away from road salt (fingers crossed) and are now moving a
mountain of mulch around the City. Soon, the street sweepers
will be fired up.  

Compost pickup will begin on April 5 on your regular trash day.
Any City of Plymouth resident or business may utilize the
compost collection program. Items out for compost must be
placed in a paper lawn refuse bag or a can marked for compost.
The compost container may be marked with an “X” or identified
with a “compost” sticker available at the Municipal Services
office. Compost includes grass clippings, leaves, branches, and
yard debris. Compost does not include sod, dirt, rocks, dog poop,
or  potted plants. 

Spring clean up will take place on Saturday, May 1 for homes
north of Ann Arbor Trail and on Saturday, May 8 for homes south
of Ann Arbor Trail. Spring clean up is a single day collection that
allows for large items and extra trash to be picked up from the
curb. Automated trash carts will not be serviced on this day and
no recycling or compost will be collected.

 Brush chipping is a year-round service and allows for the
disposal of larger limbs and branches at the curb. No city bags or
tags are required for brush pickup. Additionally, there is no need
to notify Municipal Services of limbs at the curb. Brush chipping
is not available to tree contractors. The schedule is based on the
area map below.  Area A receives service during the first week of
the month, Area B receives service during the second week of the
month, Area C receives service during the third week of the
month and area D receives service during the fourth week of the
month.  Brush must be placed out by 6:00 a.m. on the Monday of
your service week.



City Hall Hours
 

Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 

Drop boxes are available 24/7 in the vestibule and in the
Plymouth District Library drive-through lane.

 
CITY OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON APRIL 2, 2021 FOR GOOD FRIDAY

Fountain Construction to Begin
At long last, construction on a new Kellogg Park Fountain will begin this spring.  The Wilcox
Foundation has agreed to pay $1.19 million for the design work, site preparation and construction of
the fountain and the DDA and City will contribute $50,000.

"We couldn't be more happy that this project is ready to break ground," said Mayor Oliver Wolcott. 
 "Once again, the City administration and electeds have turned to collaboration to get things done. 
 The fountain will be around for us, our children and our children's children to enjoy."

Construction is expected to begin in sometime this spring and last through the fall.  

Western Wayne County Special Operations Team Training. Team members attended the required
regular monthly training sessions involving the many skills needed to successfully intervene during a
critical incident situation such as a hostage rescue or barricaded gunman. These skills include:
proper planning and response, firearms and equipment proficiency, team movement, surveillance,
and much more.
Western Wayne County Mobile Field Force Team Training. Team members attended regular
quarterly training session involving maintenance of skills necessary during civil disturbances. Skills
included proper command and control techniques, tactics, communication, and equipment
proficiency.
Eastern Michigan University’s Center for Regional and National Security School of Police Staff &
Command Executive Leadership Program. One of our sergeants continued in this 9-week program.
This is an intensive program consisting of 350 hours of classroom instruction that requires out of
class study, preparation of papers, projects, and examinations. The experience takes the officer
beyond traditional operational methods and incorporates strategic thinking and creative and
innovative problem solving skills for current and future law enforcement executives paving the way
for further advancement to senior leadership positions within the department.
Defensive Tactics Instructor Recertification Training. One of our defensive tactics instructors
completed his triennial recertification requirement in Pressure Point Control Tactics (PPCT)
Management Systems. PPCT is based in tactical, legal and medical research.
Pistol Training/Qualification. One of multiple annual firearms qualification and training days.

Police Department March Training



Rotary
Partnership
Aids
Downtown

 
The Rotary Club of Plymouth recently partnered with the Plymouth
Downtown Development Authority to help local businesses struggling
because of the pandemic by infusing $10,000 into the local economy.  The
Plymouth Rotary Foundation supported the Shamrock on the Shelf
scavenger hunt throughout downtown Plymouth, giving $25 gift cards
purchased from participating businesses to put money directly into the
pockets of small business owners.
 
“The Rotary Club of Plymouth sponsored the scavenger hunt to support
local businesses that have supported our club and efforts for decades,”
said John Buzuvis, club president.  “Much like our club, the local
businesses are woven into the fabric of the community and our support of
them is critical during this unprecedented time.”
 
Participants used their cell phones to scan QR Code clues on colorful
shamrock displays in businesses.  After scanning, a clue appeared to
begin a trip through downtown Plymouth to find similarly colored
shamrocks in stores or in storefront windows.  Each shamrock unlocked
another clue to the next location.  With the eighth clue, participants were
able to register to receive a $25 gift card.  With 32 businesses
participating, and with the Rotary club committing up to 400 gift cards,
that’s an average of $312 per business.    
 
“The scavenger hunt was an opportunity to provide a free, family friendly
activity in our own community, raise awareness about Rotary and support
our local businesses by directly purchasing gift cards from them,” added
Buzuvis.
 
Not only did the shamrocks have clues to the next stop on the route, they
also had information about the Rotary Club of Plymouth and Rotary
International.  The club is hopeful that many who participated in the
scavenger hunt learned about how the Rotary supports the Plymouth
community, supports the club’s events, or maybe even join Rotary after
seeing how the club supports the community.
 
As the pandemic has caused a year of financial instability for most
business owners, Plymouth Downtown Development Authority chairperson
and the owner of her own downtown Plymouth business, Agio Spa di
Reposo, Kerri Pollard says the Rotary Shamrock on the Shelf scavenger
hunt not only put money into the pockets of those fighting to stay in
business, participants are noticing businesses they haven’t visited before.
 
“I am so appreciative of the Rotary Club's generous donation to downtown
Plymouth businesses, as both a business owner and DDA board member,”
said Pollard.  “It has been a difficult year for all of us and to have happy,
excited people coming into our spa looking for shamrocks and engaged in
finding out what DTP (Downtown Plymouth) has to offer is great.  We had
old friends and lots of new potential guests of all ages find us over the
past week.”
 
The event took place from  March 12 to March 28.







Person must have demonstrated civic and/or philanthropic engagement within
the City of Plymouth.  Examples of impact should show a community benefit,
delivered with integrity and perseverance
Married couples can be nominated
Past Ruth Huston-Whipple Award recipients, current members of the  Plymouth
City Commission and full-time employees of the City of Plymouth are not eligible 
 to be  nominated

Contributed to the City of Plymouth above and beyond reasonable expectations 
Demonstrated character, commitment and/or leadership qualities
Actively participated in community or civic organizations whose sphere of
influence falls within the City of Plymouth
Exemplified accomplishments and contributions to the economic vitality and/or
residential quality of life in the City of Plymouth

The Ruth Huston-Whipple Award for Civic Engagement is named in honor of Ruth
Huston-Whipple, Plymouth’s first female elected City Commissioner (1934-1949), first
female mayor of Plymouth (1940-1942) and first female Wayne County Board of
Supervisors member.

She was a 1913 graduate of Plymouth High School and later worked as a teacher and
debate coach at the school. She fought against school policies that discriminated
against married women and eventually left the district in protest. She remained,
however, a leader in the Plymouth community, championing the improvement of
inhumane conditions at a local juvenile detention center and addressing
environmental and beautification concerns in the City.

As an elected official, Ruth Huston-Whipple organized the first city-wide refuse
collection system in Plymouth, served on the Zoning Board and represented Plymouth
in the Michigan Municipal League. She was a tireless volunteer leader of local
organizations such as the Plymouth Historical Society, Plymouth Woman’s Club,
Plymouth Garden Club, Plymouth Business and Professional Women’s Club and
Plymouth Canteen Club’s War Service Committee. 

Though  disabled at a relatively young age by a series of strokes, she  remained  an
example of selfless dedication to the community and leadership on issues both
profound and practical improved life for every resident of Plymouth during her tenure.

The purpose of the Ruth Huston-Whipple Award for Civic Engagement is to honor a
community member who, like Ruth Huston-Whipple, has positively impacted the
quality of life in the City of Plymouth through his or her exceptional civic and/or
philanthropic engagement.

Nominees must meet the following eligibility criteria:
      

The Ruth Huston-Whipple award winner will have demonstrated engagement,
leadership and achievement over a period of time and in one or more of the following
areas:

The nomination period opens January 1 and closes April 30 of each year, when a
selection committee comprising two mayor-appointed City Commissioners and a
representative from the City of Plymouth administration will select and notify the
winner(s).  The nomination form is on our website at www.plymouthmi.gov.

Ruth
Huston
Whipple
Award

Mayor Oliver Wolcott and 2020  
Ruth Huston Whipple Award
winner Debra Madonna, who 
founded the Miracle League of
Plymouth

https://plymouthmi.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12421646/File/RUTH%20HUSTON%20WHIPPLE%20AWARD%20NOMINATION%20FORM.pdf
http://www.plymouthmi.gov/


March Boards and Commissions
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF ALL MEETINGS ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE.

City Commission –March 1, 2021
CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Approval of February 15, 2021 City Commission Special Meeting Minutes
b. Approval of February 15, 2021 City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
c. Special Event Approval- P-CEP Choirs Year-End Concert and Awards, Tuesday, May 18, 2021
d. Special Event Approval- Downtown Development Authority Music in the Air Fridays, May 28-Sept 3, 2021

NEW BUSINESS
a. Cybersecurity Assessment – MiDeal - approved
b. St. Patrick’s Day Event in Gathering - approved

Historic  District Commission – March 3, 2021
NEW BUSINESS 
H21-02: Exterior-lighting and brick color at 271 S. Main, Growth Works - approved

Zoning Board of Appeals- March 4, 2021
Z21-05: 1294 Maple – non-use variance for side yard setback - approved with conditions
Z21-06: 629 Herald – non-use variance for front yard setback - approved with conditions

Downtown Development Authority – March 8, 2021
Strategic Plan Update - Assignments for short term goals and ideas for funding sources will be
forthcoming.

DDA Events Update
 The Plymouth Rotary donated $10,000 for 400 $25 gift cards as prizes in a downtown scavenger hunt.  On
April 24, the DDA plans to host a market at The Gathering. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Fees for Outdoor Patios - will be discussed at the next meeting.

Planning Commission – March 10, 2021
OLD BUSINESS
 Mixed Use-High Density District Language Review - discussion and recommendations for modifications
      
 March 24 PC Education Session/Training Update/Discussion - form based codes

City Commission-March 15, 2021
CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of March 1, 2021 City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
b. Approval of February 2021 Bills
c. Special Event Approval- Knights of Columbus Annual Tootsie Roll Drive, March 26-28, 2021
d. Special Event Approval- Plymouth Historical Society Ghosts of Plymouth Walk, April 24, 2021

NEW BUSINESS
a. Wilcox Fountain in Kellogg Park - Shaw Construction Contract

https://plymouthmi.gov/agenda_center


City of Plymouth Strategic Plan



Zoning Board of Appeals April 1, 2021 – 7:00 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82453257164
Webinar ID: 824 5325 7164 Passcode: 800829

City Commission - April 5, 2021 – 7:00 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85236638261
Webinar ID: 852 3663 8261 Passcode: 698422

Historic District Commission – April 7, 2021- 7:00 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88605602485
Webinar ID: 886 0560 2485 Passcode: 458138

Downtown Development Authority   April 12,  2021 – 7:00 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87527763535
Webinar ID: 875 2776 3535  Passcode: 646589

Planning Commission   April 14, 2021 – 7:00 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87444323008
Webinar ID: 874 4432 3008  Passcode: 965690

Budget Hearing  April 15, 2021 --  6:00 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82555541664
Webinar ID: 825 5554 1664  Passcode: 113913

City Commission  April 19, 2021 – 7:00 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86387163090
Webinar ID: 863 8716 3090  Passcode: 014784

Agendas and links for all meetings are posted on our website a
minimum of 18 hours before every meeting.  Meeting links are
also on our website calendar.  

Minutes are posted after they are approved. 

If you would like to receive agendas and other City of Plymouth
information by email, please sign up for Notify Me on our
website.

April 
Board and
Commission
Meeting
Links

Visit Us
Online
www.plymouthmi.gov

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82453257164
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85236638261
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88605602485
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87527763535
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87444323008
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82555541664
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86387163090
https://plymouthmi.gov/calendar
https://plymouthmi.gov/newsletter/One.aspx?objectId=15887900&contextId=15887900&action=subscribe
http://www.plymouthmi.gov/
https://twitter.com/plymouthmigov?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/CityofPlymouthMI/
https://www.instagram.com/cityofplymouthmichigan/
https://si.linkedin.com/company/city-of-plymouth-michigan


 
American Red Cross Blood Drives 

Friday, April 2 -  8:00 a.m. - 5:45 p.m.               Inn at St. Johns 44045 Five Mile Rd.
Friday, April 9 - 9:00 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.                PARC   650 Church St.
Monday, April 26  - 1:30-7:15 p.m.                    VFW Post 6695  1426 S. Mill St.
Monday, April 26 -1:00-6:45 p.m.                      Church of Christ  9301 Sheldon Rd.
Tuesday, April 27  9:00 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.           Inn at St. Johns 44045 Five Mile Rd.
Friday, April 30  - 9:00 a.m. -2 :45 p.m.             PARC  650 Church St.

 
Donors can call 800-REDCROSS to schedule an appointment.

Unused Drug Collection Service Restored
The City of Plymouth's drug collection service, which is intended to reduce the amount of
unneeded medicine in residents' homes, decrease prescription drug abuse, and keep drugs out
of our waterways, was temporarily suspended during the COVID-19 pandemic.  The service has
been reinstated.

The City of Plymouth's Drug Collection Unit  is located on the main floor of City Hall.   Drugs can
be dropped off with no questions asked. 

This service is available Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For security
purposes, the box is locked, so please stop at the police counter to check in your items for
disposal.  You must remove pills from their bottles and place them in plastic bags for disposal.
Only pills in plastic bags or blister packs will be accepted.  We do not accept liquids, needles,
creams, inhalers or any other type of medication.

If you have any questions regarding this program contact the City of Plymouth Police
Department at (734) 453-1234 ext. 219.




